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Construction begins!

On August 13, 2003, the Office of Surface Mining Harrisburg Field Office awarded AMD&ART in Vinton-
dale the Phase IT Watershed Cooperative Agreement for the improvement and enhancement of the acid mine drain-
age (AMD) remediation system within the community-designed AMD&ART Park. In order to make the operation of
the existing treatment system more effective, several tasks need to be performed on site under the new grant.

1. Ensure adequate flow of water through the entire system and back into Blacklick Creek by lining the

ponds that are leaking, lowering spillways, and redirecting pipes.

2. Improve overall water quality by establishing "pre-treatment” of the water for aluminum removal before
it reaches the Vertical Flow Pond. This will include additional limestone added to pond 1, and the
establishment of treatment wetlands in ponds 2, 3, and 4.

3. Repair and prevent erosion near and within the ponds by ditching surface water away, using manufactured
soil to provide a growth medium, and seeding with a native seed mixture.

4. Provide the means to measure flows by installing weirs between ponds at various locations throughout the
system.

These improvements will make the system more efficient and will strengthen the overall viability and power
of the site. This will lead to lasting benefits to Blacklick Creek, the community of Vintondale, and environmental
education in the region. Hutchinson Excavating began the improvements and enhancements in mid-November
2003. Earthtech, Inc., will supervise the on-site construction. Vintondale Borough is the current landowner and will
act as long term conservator of the site. We anticipate that the construction aspects of the project, the topsoil
placement, and re-vegetation will be completed in the spring of 2004. The treatment system should be up and
running by the end of May 2004. Thanks to David Hamilton of OSM for his assistance,

Access Road Project Bottleneck

The Access Road is a vital part of the Vintondale
AMD&ART Park site becoming a recreational area. The
road entering the AMD&ART Park is not wide enough for
vehicles to enter the park without driving on the Ghost
Town Trail. Specifically the "Bottleneck” the west end
"entry” of the Access Road is the narrowest portion, and
will require the most excavation. Through continual col-
laboration with current stakeholders and the development
of new partnerships a successful solution has been realized.
AMD&ART staff is pleased to report that Hutchinson
Excavating has been contracted to widen the Access Road
at the Bottleneck. The Access Road Project is now in its
second week of construction.
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