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During the week of May 1™
to the 85 over 40 volunteers came
out for Vintondale Wetland plant-
ing week to plant the 7- acre wet-
land area of the Vintondale
AMD&ART Park., This week long
effort placed the finishing touches
on the History Wetlands portion of
the Vintondale AMD&ART park.

The planting was the last

step in a long process of prepatra-
tion. Last spring, the wetlands
were excavated and transformed
from a coal refuse wasteland to a
promising habitat area. This
spring, the wetlands were covered
with a layer of rich mushroom
compaost in order to promote plant
growth and water retention.
A partnership between AMD&ART
and the Wildlife Habitat Council
(WHC) created a plan for the wet-
lands planting that will maximize
the wetland's potential as rich
habitat. Marcia Maslonel:, Direc-
tor of the WHC Pittsburgh office,
completed a Wildlife Opportunities
Report to be implemented on the
site.

Funding for the project was
secured through a unique part-
nership with the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation
(PennDHOT). AMD&ART was paid by
PennDot to construct wetlands in
the Vintondale Park in order to re-
place those slated for destruction
during a project on nearby State
Route 22, Additionally, AMD&ART
held a wetlands fundraiser in the
fall of 2001 which resulted in do-
nations totaling over $3,000 from
over 30 donors. The funding pro-
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{From left io right) Pennsylvania Mountain Service Corps Cluster Leader Mark Simpson, Kristy
Gerlich, AmenCorps Volunteer Tarra Heilman, and AMD&ART Board President Jeanne Gleasan
prepare hobes for an edging of red maples.

vided by these two sources was
used to purchase over 10,000 wet-
land plants.

AMD&ART AmeriCorps
Volunteers Roman Chiu and
Terra Heilman along with Vinton-
dale Artist in Residency, Stacy
Levy, lead the week long effort. By
the end of the week, 10,000 plants
from 31 species were planted over
the entire 7-acre wetland.

The species of plants in-
troduced to the site during plant-
ing included purple joepye weed,
blue flag iris, fragrant water lily,
and highbush blueberry.

AMD&ART and the Wildlife

Habitat Council expect the wet-
lands to draw many mammal, bird,
and insect species.

Aside from the habitat
characteristics, the Vintondale
wetlands contain a great deal of
history. The foundation of the Vin-
tondale Colliery coke ovens have
been preserved and incorporated
into the wetland's landscape.

With planting complete,
the wetlands will now serve as not
only habitat but also a teaching
tool, giving insight into the envi-
ronmental benefits of wetlands
and also the industrial history of
Vintondale.
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Vintondale a
"Special Place"

The International City/
County Management Association
(ITCMA) has completed a case study
entitled "Small Spaces, Special
Places" that recognizes Vinton-
dale as a community effectively
addressing the environmental and
economic fallout of the decline of
the coal mining industry.,

The Vintondale
AMD&ART Park, constructed on
the former Vintondale Colliery
Site, existed as a brownfield site
since the closing of the mines in
the 1950s. The Vintondale site
which contained plenty of coal
refuse and acid mine drainage
was percieved as contaminated by
the town and consequently be-
came the town dump.

Brownfields are defined as
abandoned or underused indus-
trial or commercial properties that
have little opportunity for expan-
sion or redevelopment due to real
or perceived contamination. They
have become a topic of interest in
both the environmental and eco-
nomic development arenas in re-
CEnt years.

The great strides that Vin-
tondale and partner organization
AMDE&ART have taken in trans-
forming this previous town eye-
sore into a historic and environ-
mentally friendly park gualifies
the town as a model for small Ap-
palachian towns faced with the
environmental and economic deg-
radation of the loss of mining,

ICMA, an organization that
provides technical support and re-
search to local governments, con-
tains a special department on
brownfields. Molly Singer,
Brownfields Program Director, be-
came interested in Vintondale af-
ter serving on a panel with
AMD&ART founder T. Allan Comp.
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Founder's Note

"fts About Vision"

"The AMD&ART program and its associated projects is a lesson in
the power of vision" concluded the ICMA report cited on this page,
vision by generations of AmeriCorps, VISTAs, interns and other
staff, vision by our funders and partners and vision by the design
team that worked with us all to bring the Vintondale site to its
final completion. [t's been nearly ten years since I first started
thinking about some way to engage residents in addressing AMD
with art as a way to encourage a larger engagement in environ-
mental improvement and nearly seven years since Jeanne
Gleason and 1 started the AMD&ART non-profit As we loolk for-
ward to a summer completing the signage installation, working
on the Mine 6 Portal and Platform project and beginning a stu-
dent design competition for some fitting tribute at the point where
the water finally returns to the river, clean and refreshed, we can
all look back with pride in the vision of so many -- and forward to

new vision for a better future.

T. Allan Comp

She felt the Vintondale project
matched an issue that ICMA has
become increasingly interested
in, rural brownfields. The organi-
zation decided a case study on
successful rural brownfields,
whose local povernments are
oftenrestricted by limited re-
sources, would make the point
that brownfields are not only, nor
should be, an just urban issue.

The Vintondale case study
is one of three included in the
"Small Spaces, Special Places”
report. Anyone interested in ra-
ral brownfields can purchase the
document on www.icme.org. Ad-
ditionally, Vintondale, specifically
the artful context of the park's
design, is included in a $econd
report entitled "Old Tools, New
Measures: Cultural and Historical
Redevelopment of Brownfields"
also available at www.icma.org,
under the bookstore link,
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We're Going Digital....

In order to reduce paper
waste, AMD&ART would
like to send you our news-
letter by email. If you wish
to receive our newsletter
in Adobe PDF format,
please send an email to:

- amdandart@amdandart.org

stating your request.







