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During the week of May 1™
to the 85 over 40 volunteers came
out for Vintondale Wetland plant-
ing week to plant the 7- acre wet-
land area of the Vintondale
AMD&ART Park., This week long
effort placed the finishing touches
on the History Wetlands portion of
the Vintondale AMD&ART park.

The planting was the last

step in a long process of prepatra-
tion. Last spring, the wetlands
were excavated and transformed
from a coal refuse wasteland to a
promising habitat area. This
spring, the wetlands were covered
with a layer of rich mushroom
compaost in order to promote plant
growth and water retention.
A partnership between AMD&ART
and the Wildlife Habitat Council
(WHC) created a plan for the wet-
lands planting that will maximize
the wetland's potential as rich
habitat. Marcia Maslonel:, Direc-
tor of the WHC Pittsburgh office,
completed a Wildlife Opportunities
Report to be implemented on the
site.

Funding for the project was
secured through a unique part-
nership with the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation
(PennDHOT). AMD&ART was paid by
PennDot to construct wetlands in
the Vintondale Park in order to re-
place those slated for destruction
during a project on nearby State
Route 22, Additionally, AMD&ART
held a wetlands fundraiser in the
fall of 2001 which resulted in do-
nations totaling over $3,000 from
over 30 donors. The funding pro-
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{From left io right) Pennsylvania Mountain Service Corps Cluster Leader Mark Simpson, Kristy
Gerlich, AmenCorps Volunteer Tarra Heilman, and AMD&ART Board President Jeanne Gleasan
prepare hobes for an edging of red maples.

vided by these two sources was
used to purchase over 10,000 wet-
land plants.

AMD&ART AmeriCorps
Volunteers Roman Chiu and
Terra Heilman along with Vinton-
dale Artist in Residency, Stacy
Levy, lead the week long effort. By
the end of the week, 10,000 plants
from 31 species were planted over
the entire 7-acre wetland.

The species of plants in-
troduced to the site during plant-
ing included purple joepye weed,
blue flag iris, fragrant water lily,
and highbush blueberry.

AMD&ART and the Wildlife

Habitat Council expect the wet-
lands to draw many mammal, bird,
and insect species.

Aside from the habitat
characteristics, the Vintondale
wetlands contain a great deal of
history. The foundation of the Vin-
tondale Colliery coke ovens have
been preserved and incorporated
into the wetland's landscape.

With planting complete,
the wetlands will now serve as not
only habitat but also a teaching
tool, giving insight into the envi-
ronmental benefits of wetlands
and also the industrial history of
Vintondale.
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