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Vintondale
AMD&ART Park
Grand Opening

Celebrated

The Grand Opening of
the Vintondale AMD&ART
Park held October 26th at the
Hungarian Reformed Church,
the site of the park’s future
education center, was a
celebration of over 5 years
tireless effort in the baitle
against acid mine drainage
and the consequent loss of
community pride,

The event drew over 50
participants, many of which
were Yintondale residents.
Brad Clemenson, spokesman
for Congressman Murtha,
Representative Sara Steelman,
and Senator John Wozniak, all
in attendance, addressed the
audience about the impor-
tance of AMD cleanup and
the unigue model the Vinton-
dale park will how serve as.
Other speakers included;
Jeanne Gleason, President,
AMD&ART, Mike Palovich,
Vintondale Borough Council,
Jane Marines, President,
Wintondale Municipal
Authority, Dave Hamilton,
Office of Surface Mining, and
T. Allan Comp, AMD&ART
founder,

Representatives from
project partners included, PA
DEF Bureau of Abandoned

AMD&ART would fike to say THANK YOU to everyone involved in the ‘y"lntaﬂale p_r-tﬁjﬁ'ct
@

AMD&ART - "Artfully transforming environmental
liabilities into community assets"
Inmrpurarﬂi 1999
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Jeanne Gleason, AMD&ART Board of Directors President, addresses the audience about the
importance of community involvement throughout the Vintondale project.

Mine Reclamation, Stream
Team, Kiski Basin Initiative,
and theSouthern Alleghenies
Conservancy, among others.

The event also included
an expression of appreciation
from AMD&ART project
coordinator, Jessica Johnson
to the array of partners who
made the project in Vinton-
dale such a success and truly
collaborative effort.

The AMD treatment
ponds are now complete and
beginning to treat water. Work
on the history wetlands,
interpretative signage, and

memorial mine portal will
continue through spring.
Additionally, funding has
been secured to start base
waork on the recreational
space including a pavilion and

athletic fields. This portion of

the park will be completed in
the spring by a collaborative
effort between AMDEART
and the Borough ol Vinton-
dale.

With the heart of the
park - the treatment system-
now complete, the park 15
taking shape as the model of
interdisciplinary approach

that it was envisioned to be
and receiving worldwide
recognition for it.

Vintondale will now be
a source of hope for all of
Appalachia in the struggle for
the economic and environ-
mental recovery that is much
needed since the decline of
the coal company town.
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